he Malaysian Venture Capital and Pri-

vate Equity Association (MVCA) will

be launching the MVCA 2007 Show-

case of High Growth and Emerging

Companies on April 2. This initiative
is the fifth in an ongoing series organised by
MVCA “with the objective of promoting and
developing the Malaysian venture capital and
private equity industry,” says its chairman
Azam Azman.

The Malaysian venture capital and private
equity industry shoulders the task of being
one of the drivers for the nation’s vision of
achieving fully developed status by 2020. The
growth of the domestic economy, which will
be fuelled by activities based on knowledge
and technology rather than asset-based oper-
ating companies, will rely heavily on funding
from sources such as venture capital and pri-
vate equity. “The venture capital and private
equity industry is the catalyst for the spirit of
innovativeness that the country is seeking to
nurture,” Azam adds.

Azam: The objective of the showcase is to promote
and develop the Malaysian venture capital and
private equity industry

The showcase offers unparalleled oppor-
tunity for entrepreneurs to raise funding and
network with the venture capital and private
equity industry. Organising chairman An-
war Ali Jumabhoy says, “It is also our inten-
tion to provide a platform for entrepreneurs
to present their businesses to potential in-
vestors, angel investors, venture capitalists
[VCs] and private equity investors.”

The objective of the showcase is to en-
courage companies seeking equity financ-
ing to fund their continued development and
growth to look to the venture capital and pri-
vate equity community. VCs and private eq-
uity investors can significantly contribute to
business-building and accelerate the growth
of private companies.

“We expect the event will allow entre-
preneurs to understand the investment cri-
terion of a venture capital/private equity in-
vestor and by participating, they will gain a
better understanding of their prospects for
fund raising,” Anwar continues. This year,
MVCA hopes to see more interest from com-
panies seeking to raise capital to undertake
a regional expansion. “Companies should
seek venture capital funding and build a re-
gional business by working with the ven-
ture capitalist before going for a listing,”
Anwar continues.

Companies can log on to the MVCA web-
site at www.mvca.org.my to apply. Par-
ticipating companies will be assessed and
shortlisted by a panel of judges comprising

VCs and private equity and industry partic-
ipants. To qualify, companies should pref-
erably be operating companies that are al-
ready generating revenue and have the
potential for significant growth, or have an
established and tested proprietary technolo-
gy that meets the demands of the Malaysian
and regional markets.

“It is our belief that this event will help

identify promising companies for eventual
listing on the Mesdaq Market and Bursa Ma-
laysia which in turn, will contribute to the
long-term development of the capital mar-
ket,” Azam says. “We hope that there will
be a large number of applicants, and we en-
courage entrepreneurs [Malaysian or for-
eign] to apply.”

The event is sponsored and supported by

the Malaysian Venture Capital Development
Council and Bursa Malaysia. Other sponsors
include CIMB Private Equity Sdn Bhd, Malay-
sia Venture Capital Management Bhd, Malay-
sian Technology Development Corporation,
MSC-Cyberport and MSC Malaysia.

For further enquiries, contact Joan Shun-
mugan at MVCA at joan@mvca.org.my or
(03) 2096 2094. a
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Now there’s an ideal product that combines power, productivity and connectivity perfectly.
The U1000, a 3.5G Mini Notebook that's a powerhouse of features — 8GB HDD, VGA/TV
Out, VueFlo motion sensor, 3 megapixel camera with Autofocus & LED flash — all in a form
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Buy a U1000 now and get a Free Bonus Pack consisting of the following:
MapKing R12 Map - Sprite Backup
Business Card Capture Software

* Valid while stocks last

Available at the following outlets: Action Tele Net (Sungei Wang Plaza, Semua House, Leisure Mall), Aircom Cellular (Perak), Asia Mobile Supplies
(Low Yat Plaza), Ban Soon Communication (Melaka), Digital Gadget (Low Yat Plaza), Digital Stuff (Low Yat Plaza), Farmax Com (Johor Bahru), Fresh
Gear (Sunway Pyramid, low Yat Plaza, Sect 14 PJ, Mid Valley), Gadza World (Penang), IT One Superstore (Bandar Utama), Metro Elecironic
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